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History

• Created by European Public Health Alliance, the 
largest European PIO health platform, in 2003

• Response to increasing profile and recognition of 
environment and health links across Europe

EPHA Environment Network (EEN)

• Membership of 60+ organisations in 25+ countries:                    
citizens’, patients’, women’s, health professionals’ 
and environmental organisations

Health & Environment Alliance (HEAL)

• Member of ‘Green 10’: www.green10.org



Our Mission

advocate for health concerns to be put at the centre
of EU (& other governmental) environmental policy

increase the health community’s understanding           
and participation in EU and national decision-making  
processes



Why do we work on chemicals?

• Asthma
• Cancers: 

• breast, 
• prostate, 
• testicular, 
• & more

• Infertility
• Testicular Dysgenesis Syndrome
• Learning & Developmental Disabilities
• Obesity
• Parkinson’s Disease



Collaboration

Plus close collaboration with consumer organisations
and trade unions (ETUC, BEUC, Eurocoop)



How do we work? 
Policy work -

decision makers & ECHA

Businesses -
encouraging early phase out
S.I.N. List 1.0*   

Public Education & 
Participation 
Right to Know



Chemicals Health Monitor



Right to Know – Chems in Products



Involvement in REACH bodies

• Management Board 

• Member State committee

Risk Assessment committee

• Socio Economic Analysis committee

REACH competent authorities / 
CARACAL



• Annex XV dossiers - August 2008

• wide dissemination of announcement to 
scientific networks & other groups

• Comments on 16 substances
• EXAMPLE DEHP

• SIN List project

Proposed SVHC Candidates





Multi Annual Work Plan 2009-12

Comments on: 
Resources for Authorisations & Restrictions

Access to Information

Substance Evaluation Selection criteria

Capacity for Annex XV dossiers



• 2 Public consultations April 2009:
Wide dissemination of announcement to 

scientific networks and other groups

• Shorter timelines for Authorisation
• Deletion of exemptions
• Need to consider cumulative effects
•

Priority Setting for Authorisation



• ECHA is making good efforts to obtain 
public interest input in consultations

• Problem of complex, lengthy procedures 

• ECHA must 

• ensure swift public access to information from 
registration dossiers 

• facilitate Member State contributions to         
candidate list

• ensure more resources for authorisation 
procedure 

Conclusions



Health & Environment Alliance 
(HEAL)

28 Boulevard Charlemagne 
B-1000 Brussels Belgium

Tel: + 32 2 234 3640 (main) 
www.env-health.org 

E-mail: lisette@env-health.org

Thank you for your attention!
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